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Invitation
On behalf of The Maritime Anti-Corruption Network (MACN), it is our privilege to invite you as our esteemed Guest 
for the National Launch of the Campaign and Work of MACN in India. 

This event is scheduled to be held at Hotel ITC Grand Maratha, near the International Airport at Sahar in Mumbai, 
from 2 pm to 6.30 pm on Wednesday the 27th of July 2022. 

Link to register for the event: Registration Survey

On this occasion we will showcase the philosophy, strategies, best practices, helpdesk facility, capacity building tools, 
that the MACN has developed and more specifically its plan of action for India, going forward. Contextually, MACN 
would also be seeking support and endorsement from all stakeholders for, ab-initio, jointly taking concerted and time-
bound action to reduce and, in the medium / longer term perspective, mitigate and eliminate facilitation payments 
and corrupt demands made preceding and during port calls in India by merchant ships (both foreign and Indian flags).

About MACN 
MACN is a multiple award-winning international organization that is working towards the vision of a maritime 
industry free of corruption that enables fair trade for the benefit of the society at large.  MACN is comprised of like-
minded companies dedicated to promoting compliance with anti-corruption laws and is committed to the elimination 
of corrupt practices in maritime trade. MACN has over 175 members from leading maritime and logistics supply chain 
industries and represents over 50% of the international shipping tonnage. The MACN has, since its inception in the 
year 2011, worked in several jurisdictions such as Argentina, Egypt, Indonesia, Nigeria, Ukraine, etc., with notable 
successes in strengthening integrity. Further, MACN’s work has also been recognized by the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO)1. 

MACN’s work in India
MACN recognizes the Government’s salient efforts to improve business integrity and increase corporate liability. In 
addition, significant investments have been made by port operators across India to improve port efficiency, reduce 
bottlenecks in maritime trade, bring down dwell time and cut associated costs. However, one of the transactional 
costs entailed, albeit unintended, is graft / illicit demands made in the value chain. MACN member companies 
continue to report frequent demands for illegal in-kind payments (e.g., cartons of cigarettes /liquor etc.) / sometimes 
in cash (in foreign currency) in connection with port calls. Rejecting such demands can potentially lead to difficulties 
and delays during merchant shipping transit. MACN recognizes that these difficulties may be caused, more often than 

Circular FAL.5/Circ.48 dated 1 June, 2022 titled “Guidance to Implement and Adopt Procedures against Maritime Corruption”. In 

para 6.1 (Annex. page 5) thereof (‘Recommendations’ - clause 6)
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not, by individuals rather than by authorities / institutions, but solving them requires public-private collective action, 
an informed awareness spread / sensitization, human resource development, inter-alia, proactively and consistently.

In 2019, the MACN had, at a preliminary level, undertaken a ‘Port Integrity Campaign’ in the Mumbai and Jawaharlal 
Nehru (Nhava Sheva) Ports in India. This initiative had the unstinted support and cooperation of multiple stakeholders 
in the Indian maritime community, both in the public and private sectors. The campaign is a successful example of 
how the Government of India (Ministry of Shipping, Ministry of Finance and Directorate General of Shipping), MACN 
members, and local industry stakeholders had collaborated to reduce integrity challenges and associated bottlenecks 
to trade during operations in Indian ports. 

To build on this success, the MACN is currently working with the international maritime industry, INSA, CSLA, FOSMA, 
MASSA, CMMI, IMEI, MANSA, among several other institutions, to expand and deepen its engagement and outreach 
in India. The MACN will be resuming its ‘Say No Campaign’ from the ports located in Chennai and its proximity from 
the month of August, 2022 and in the due course of time will be expanding its said outreach to progressively cover 
other ports across the country.

MACN’s team in India 
The MACN has set up a composite team in India to drive the MACN’s work in the country, in tandem with all the 
stakeholders concerned. The MACN India team, representing deep expertise, experience and credentials in the 
maritime and anti-corruption spheres, is led by Mr. Deepak Shetty, I.R.S.(Retd.), Former Secretary to the Government 
of India and Director General of Shipping, who is currently the Senior Adviser (India) to MACN. He is assisted by Mr. 
Soumya Prakash Dalua, Project Manager (India).

On behalf of the MACN Secretariat, we shall be duly honored by your presence and participation. 

Best regards

Cecilia Müller Torbrand

CEO, MACN
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